To Professor Carl Van Doren, to Miss Cora Paget,
and to Mrs. Eleanor Melville Metcalf, I am, in the writ-
ing of this book, very especially indebted. By Professor
Van Doren's enthusiasm and scholarship I was instigated
to a study of Melville. It has been my privilege to enjoy
Miss Paget's very valuable criticism and assistance
throughout the preparation of this volume. Mrs. Met-
calf gave me access to all the surviving records of her
grandfather: Melville manuscripts, letters, journals, an-
notated books, photographs, and a variety of other ma-
terial. But she did far more. My indebtedness to Mrs.
Metcalf s vivid interest, her shrewd insight, her keen
sympathy can be stated only in superlatives. To Mrs.
and Mr. Metcalf I owe one of the richest and most
pleasant associations of my life.

RAYMOND M. WEAVER.
October i, 1921.